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40. States parties that have not abolished the death penalty must respect
article 7 of the Covenant, which prohibits certain methods of execution.
Failure to respect article 7 would inevitably render the execution
arbitrary in nature and thus also in violation of article 6. The Committee
has already opined that stoning, injection of untested lethal drugs,
gas chambers, burning and burying alive and public executions are
contrary to article 7. For similar reasons, other painful and humiliating
methods of execution are also unlawful under the Covenant. Failure to
provide individuals on death row with timely notification about the
date of their execution constitutes, as a rule, a form of ill-treatment,
which renders the subsequent execution contrary to article 7 of the

Covenant. -+ (LLTFHS)
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56. The arbitrary deprivation of life of an individual may cause his
or her relatives mental suffering, which could amount to a violation
of their own rights under article 7 of the Covenant. Furthermore, even
when the deprivation of life is not arbitrary, failure to provide

relatives with information on the circumstances of the death of an

individual may violate their rights under article 7, as could failure
to inform them of the location of the body, and, where the death penalty
is applied, of the date on which the State party plans to carry out the

death penalty. -+ (LA THE) -
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2. Article 10, paragraph 1, of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights applies to any one deprived of liberty under the laws and
authority of the State who is held in prisons, hospitals - particularly
psychiatric hospitals - detention camps or correctional institutions or
elsewhere. States parties should ensure that the principle stipulated
therein is observed in all institutions and establishments within their
jurisdiction where persons are being held.

3. -+ (HH#&) ---not only may persons deprived of their liberty not be
subjected to treatment that is contrary to article 7, including medical or
scientific experimentation, but neither may they be subjected to any
hardship or constraint other than that resulting from the deprivation of
liberty; respect for the dignity of such persons must be guaranteed under
the same conditions as for that of free persons. Persons deprived of their
liberty enjoy all the rights set forth in the Covenant, subject to the
restrictions that are unavoidable in a closed environment.

4. Treating all persons deprived of their liberty with humanity and with
respect for their dignity is a fundamental and universally applicable rule.
Consequently, the application of this rule, as a minimum, cannot be
dependent on the material resources available in the State party. This
rule must be applied without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour,
sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin,

property, birth or other status.
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of detainees. In particular, the Committee finds that the undue

restrictions on visits and correspondence, and the failure of
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notification of executions to the family are incompatible with the

Covenant.
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21. The Committee remains seriously concerned at the conditions under
which persons are held on death row. In particular, the Committee finds
that the undue restrictions on visits and correspondence and the failure
to notify the family and lawyers of the prisoners on death row of their
execution are incompatible with the Covenant. The Committee recommends
that the conditions of detention on death row be made humane in accordance

with articles 7 and 10, paragraph 1, of the Covenant.
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death row inmates ‘- (HBE) -rare executed without prior notice before
the day of execution::- (W) -+ (arts. 6, 7 and 10)

(H'#%) ---The State party should also ensure that inmates on death
row and their families are given reasonable advance notice of the
scheduled date and time of the execution, with a view to reducing the
psychological suffering caused by the lack of opportunity to prepare

themselves for this event. - (LL FW&)
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13. The Committee remains concerned -~ (M) ---that neither the inmates
nor their families are given prior notice of the day of execution.
(Hg) ---(arts. 2, 6, 7, 9 and 14).
The State party should:
((a) B LV (c) LT HE)
(b) Ensure that the death row regime does not amount to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment by giving reasonable advance notice

of the scheduled date and time of execution to death row inmates and
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their families and refraining from imposing solitary confinement on
death row prisoners except in the most exceptional circumstances and

for strictly limited periods;
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